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WASHINGTON -- U.S. Rep. John Olver (D-First District) announced                today that Rep. Solomon's controversial proposal to prohibit the                EPA from dredging PCB contaminated soil until further studies are                completed, has been substantially weakened by House/Senate negotiators.                The amended language was included in the FY Š 99&nbsp; VA-HUD appropriations                bill which was passed by the full House today. 
               &nbsp; 
               Rep. Solomon inserted his proposal into the House FY Š99 VA-HUD                appropriations report. The amendment would have forced delays by                preventing dredging of polluted waterways in New York and Massachusetts                until government scientists have completed a two-year study now                underway.              

"I am pleased that we were able to call attention to this rider                so that communities, like Pittsfield, who are anxious to begin cleanups                are now able to do so," Olver said. "I am pleased that the Conferees                prevented this amendment from complicating the successfully negotiated                settlement that everyone worked so hard at achieving."              

"The clean-up of the Housatonic River is a vital public health                and environmental priority, and it was wrong for Congress to try                to undermine it.&nbsp; I'm pleased that the final bill recognized                this priority, and I commend Congressman John Olver for his leadership                in resolving this issue satisfactorily in the House-Senate conference                on this bill," Senator Kennedy said.              

Congressman Olver and Senator Kennedy signed a letter to the Chairmen                of the VA-HUD conference committee requesting them to amend any                language that would prevent the EPA from dredging in the Housatonic.             
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